VALUE FOR MONEY, VALUE FOR MANY
Government contracting is vital to
delivering public goods and services.
Vast amounts of money – $9.5 trillion – are
spent on public contracting every year and it
is government’s number one corruption risk.
Open contracting can transform this
spending by:
• making documents and data ‘open by
default’ across the entire chain of public
contracting; and
• using information to engage business
and citizens to shape better outcomes.
No more piles of yellowing paper in
government basements but actionable
open data and analysis. The result: better
deals for governments, a level playing field
for business, improved public integrity,
and quality goods and services for citizens.

$9.5 trillion if stacked in dollar bills
would reach to the moon and back.

FROM PRINCIPLES TO DATA
Open contracting is guided by a set of global principles for
improving disclosure, data and engagement across the entire
chain of public procurement.
The Open Contracting Data Standard (OCDS) describes what to
publish and how to make this information useful and practical.
It is a technical schema that provides for structured, machinereadable information on documents and data like budgets, bid
proposals, bidder information, contracts, and invoices. Unique
identifiers facilitate tracking and analysis.
The Standard is based around four key user needs:
• Value for money: comparing bids and prices;
• Businesses aspiring to win contracts: understanding what
government buys and what past contracts look like;
• Public integrity: scrutinizing who won which contracts when,
how and for what;
• Service delivery: tracking quality, delivery and milestones in
contracts.

OPEN CONTRACTING DATA STANDARD

TRANSFORMING GOVERNMENT CONTRACTING
More than 20 countries and cities are working towards publishing
open contracting data and using that information to drive business
and civic engagement. Innovations include:
Ukraine
Open contracting is at the
heart of a new e-procurement
system saving the government
a fortune and increasing
business participation.

Mexico City
8.8 million residents can
explore what, how and from
whom the government is
buying, from planning to
implementation of contracts.

Nigeria
Civil society connects health
and education budgets with
contracts and tracks delivery
using OCDS.

UK
Business, especially SMEs, can
access detailed statistics on
all current and future tender
opportunities through an
OCDS platform.

See our 7 steps to get started

MAKE YOUR MARK IN A GROWING GLOBAL COMMUNITY

GET IN TOUCH
The Open Contracting Partnership connects governments, civil
society and business to open up and transform public contracting
so it is smarter, better and fairer.
We support open contracting innovators worldwide, working
across sectors and along the whole chain of government
contracting. Our free global helpdesk at data@opencontracting.org stands ready to help.

www.open-contracting.org | @opencontracting | info@open-contracting.org

